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Research Program Framework

3. Research Program
Framework
The Continuation Plan 1996-2001 program framework, and the foundation for the

current portfolio of PD/A CRSP research projects, consists of two building blocks:
research in sustainable production systems and research support activities. This

chapter and the next two address the former; research support activities are reported in
Chapters 4 through 4.3.

The sustainable production systems research framework is organized into the areas of
production optimization, environmental effects, and social and economic aspects. Each area
is further subdivided into specific research themes, which are the thematic areas of research
needed to remove constraints to the development of more sustainable aquaculture (see
Chapter 1). The results framework for research areas as presented in the Continuation Plan
1996-2001 is summarized in Table 1, and the results framework for research themes is
provided in Tables 2 through 4. Research areas and their respective themes are listed here:

Research Area: Production Optimization
Research Themes: Pond Dynamics

Feeds and Fertilizers
Reproduction Control
Aquaculture Systems Modeling
New Aquaculture Systems/New Species

Research Area: Environmental Effects
Research Themes: Effluents and Pollution

Appropriate Technology
Responsible Science Policy
Geographic Information Systems: Planning, Policy, and Global Data
Analysis

Research Area: Social and Economic Aspects
Research Themes: Marketing and Economic Analysis

Adoption/Diffusion
Food Security
Regional Analysis: Human-Environment Interactions
Decision Support Systems
Product Diversification

Eighth Work Plan

The CRSPs Eighth Work Plan, describing activities to be conducted by the CRSP during
the period 1 August 1996 to 31 July 1998, was developed by the CRSP Technical
Committee and is the first work plan designed within the framework of the

Continuation Plan 1996-2001. Previous activities were described in the Interim Work Plan
which covered the period from 1 September 1995 to 31 August 1996. The Interim Work Plan
was necessitated by a cost-extension to the preceding grant which was scheduled to end
with the Seventh Work Plan.
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The first three CRSP work plans specified identical experiments (called Global Experiments)
at all CRSP sites to provide a baseline for comparisons among sites. This approach was
changed starting with the Fourth Work Plan when different, but related experiments were
conducted at the various sites. The particular topics studied at each site were based on the
research and information needs in each country, as identified by the Technical Committee.

In comparison with previous work plans, the investigations contained in the  Eighth Work
Plan reflect the broadening of research which was proposed in the Continuation Plan 1996-
2001 as well as increased integration among sites. In addition to specific research activities
implemented at prime sites in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, the Eighth Work Plan
includes, for the first time, work plans for cross-cutting research.

Cross-cutting research is research that may be conducted at one or more PD/A CRSP sites
and whose results may have wider application than results from prime and companion site
investigations. This research builds upon and expands results obtained through earlier
PD/A CRSP efforts. In the chapters that follow, reports relating to cross-cutting research
activities are grouped under the heading, “Global Research.”

UAPB researcher Dr. Rebecca Lochmann demonstrates fish dissection and tissue sampling
techniques to station technicians during a visit to the Sagana Fish Farmin Kenya  in June 1997.
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